red Scott was born with slave status in Southampton County around 1798. The Peter Blow
family acquired him shortly after that. The Blows moved to Alabama and later to St. Louis,

Missouri, where they sold Dred to John Emerson, a physician serving in the US Army.

Dred’s Dream Deferred

When Dr. Emerson died in 1843, his wife, Irene,
inherited Scott, his wife, and two daughtcrs. Dred
attempted to purchase his freedom. Mrs. Emerson
refused. Scott filed alegal suitin 1850. The St. Louis
Circuit Court declared that Scott and his family
should be granted freedom since they had been
illegally held as bondsmen when Dr. Emerson had
taken them on his Army assignments in the free
jurisdictions of Illinois and Wisconsin Territory.
Mrs. Emerson appealed. The Missouri Supreme
Court struck down the decision in 1852, and the

Scotts were returned to slavery.

Front-page news, June 1857:
“Eliza and Lizzie, children
of Dred Scott [top];

Dred Scott [and]

bis wife, Harriet.”
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VISIT TO DRED SCOTT—HIS FA-
MILY —INCIDENTS OF HIS LIFE
—DECISION OF THE SUPREME
COURT.
‘Wame standing in the Fair grounds at
St. Louis, and engaged in conversation
with a prominent citizen of that enter-
prising city, he suddenly asked us if we
would not like to be introduced to Dred
Scott. Upon expressing a desire to be thus
honored, the gentleman called to an old
negro who was standing near by, and our
wish was gratified. Dred made a rude
obeisance to our recognition, and seemed
to enjoy the notice we expended upon
him. We found him on examination to
be a pure-blooded African, perhaps fifty
years of age, with a shrewd, intelligent, 3
) : : ELIZA AND LIZZI¥, CHILDREN OF DRED SCOTT.
good-natured face, of rather light frame, d
being not more than five feet six inches high. After some general
remarks we expressed a wish to get his portrait (we had male

efforts before, through coriespondents, and failed), and
asked him if he would not go to Fitzgibbon’s gallery and

DRED §COT?, PHOTOGRAPHFD BY FITZGIeBOY, OF ST, LOUIS,
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have it taken. The gentleman present
explained to Dred that it was proper he
should have his likeness in the ¢ great
illustrated paper of the country,” over-
ruled his many objections, which seemed
to grow out of a superstitious feeling, and
he promised to be at the gallery the next
day. This appointment Dred did not keep.
Determined not to be foiled, we sought

an interview with Mr. Crane, Dred’s

lawyer, who promptly gave us a letter of
introduction, explaining to Dred that it
was to his advantage to have his picture
taken to be engraved for our paper, and
also directions where we could find his
domicile. We found the place with diffi-
culty, the strects in Dred’s neighborhood
being more clearly defined in the plan of
the city than on the mother earth; we
finelly reached a wooden house, however,
protected by a balcony that answered the
description. Approaching the door, we
saw a smart, tidy-looking negress, perhaps
thirty years of age, who, with two female
assistants, was busy ironing. To our ques-
tion, “Is this where Dred Scott lives:”
we received, rather hesitatingly, the an-
swer, “Yes.”” Upon our asking if he was
home, she said,

“What white man arter dad nigger

for *—why don’t white man ’tend to his

own business, and let dat nigger ’lone > Some of dese days dey’ll
steal dat nigger—dat are a fact.”
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Dred Scott Decision
ONE THAT POLARIZED AMERICA

1831
Southampton
Insurrection

Courtesy of Library of Congress

Scott v. Sandford:
A Landmark Case

With the assistance of new lawycrs,
including Montgomery Blair, who was

later a member of President Abraham

Lincoln’s cabinet, the Scotts filed suit in
federal court. The case went to the United
States Supreme Court on March 6, 1857.
Chiet Justice Roger B. Taney delivered
the Majoricy ruling that according to

the Constitution, any person descended
from Africans, whether enslaved or free,

was not a citizen of the United States.

Roger B. Taney,

fifth Chief Justice of
the United States,

ca. 1855-1864.
Mathew Brady,
photograpber.

He stated that neither the Northwest
Ordinance nor the Missouri Compromise
could exclude slavery. Taney ruled that
Scott could not be treed by legislative
action because he was subj ect to the Fifch
Amendment, which prohibited taking
property from its owner “without due
process.” The Blow tamily purchased Dred
Scott and his family and later set them free.
Justice Tancy’s decision dccpcncd tensions

between the North and the Souch. The

Civil War broke out four years later.




